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CONSONANT CHART 
 

The chart below indicates which English speech sounds are present in the sound inventory of other languages that are 
spoken by students in San Diego Unified School District.  Blanks indicate that a sound does not exist in that language. 
An “A” indicates that an approximation of the English sound is present in the language in some context.  There are 
many sounds in each of these languages that do not exist in English and are not included in this chart. Features of each 
language’s sound and grammar/syntax systems are summarized below the consonant inventory.  Additional 
information about numerous languages can be found on the referenced websites. 
 

Manner Stop/Plosive Affric Fricative Liquid Nasal Glide 
Place Bilabial Alveolar Velar Pal-Alv Lab-

Den 
Int’dent Alveolar Pal-Alv Gl    

English (IPA) p b t d k g ʧ ʤ f v θ ð s z ʃ ʒ h l r m n ŋ w j 

Language  
Arabic  b t d k   ʤ f  θ ð s z ʃ  h l A m n  w j 
 No initial consonant clusters. Tapped & trilled /r/ context dependent. Dialectal variations in phonology.  
Cantonese p  t  k    f    s    h l  m n ŋ w j 
 No consonant clusters. Only stops & nasals in final position. Monosyllabic. /n/ & /l/ often interchanged.  

Grammar:  Primarily uninflected.  Syntax:  Topic (old information) precedes new/added information. 
Hmong p  t d k g   f v   s z   h l r m n   j 
 Anecdotal evidence of limited consonant clusters (e.g., /pl-/).  Only final sound is /ŋ/.   
Japanese p b t d k g ʧ ʤ     s z ʃ  h  A m n A w j 
 Tap /r/, between /l/ & /r/. No consonant clusters. Primarily open syllables. Nouns not marked for 

number. No articles. Limited pronoun use. Syntax: subject-object-verb.  
Khmer p b t d k g   f    s    h l r m n ŋ w j 
 No final consonant clusters. Only voiceless stops, nasals, and /l/ in final position. No prefixes/suffixes. 

Nouns and verbs not marked. Modifiers follow nouns.  
Korean p b t d k g A A     s  A  h l A m n ŋ w j 
 No consonant clusters. Flapped /r/. /r/ & /l/ interchangeable. Only stops, liquids, nasals in final position.  

Verbs inflected, nouns not inflected. No articles. Syntax:  subject-object-verb.  
Lao p b t d k g   f v   s    h l  m n ŋ  j 
 No consonant clusters. Few consonants can occur in final position. Grammar: Uninflected. 
Mandarin p  t  k  A  f    s  A A  l  m n ŋ   
 No consonant clusters. Only /n/ & /ŋ/ occur in final position. Monosyllabic. Grammar:  Primarily 

uninflected. Syntax: Topic (old/known information) precedes new/added information. 
Romanian p b t d k g ʧ ʤ f v   s z ʃ ʒ h l r m n   j 
 Trilled /r/. Modifiers follow nouns.   
Russian p b t d k g ʧ  f v   s z ʃ ʒ h l r m n   j 
 Trilled /r/.  No articles.  
Samoan p  t  k    f v   s    h l r m n ŋ   
 Only open syllables.  No consonant clusters.   
Somali  b t d k g ʧ  f    s  ʃ  h l A m n ŋ w j 
 Trilled, flap /r/.  Primarily open syllables. Prepositions precede verbs. Syntax: subject-object-verb.  
Spanish p b t d k g ʧ  f    s     l r m n  w j 
 Flapped & trilled /r/. No final consonant clusters. Only /l, r, d, n, s/ occur in final position. Dialectal 

variations exist. Adjectives follow nouns. Syntax: subject-verb-object, question word-verb-subj. 
Tagalog p b t d k g       s    h l r m n ŋ  j 
 Trilled /r/.  Other common Filipino dialects are Ilocano and Cebuano.   
Vietnamese p b t d k g   f v   s z ʃ ʒ h l r m n ŋ w j 
 No consonant clusters. Some sounds only occur in certain dialects.  Trilled /r/. Primarily monosyllabic 

(CVC). Only voiceless stops and nasals occur in final position. Grammar:  Uninflected.   
  
Note:  Voicing is context dependent and is not a reliable indicator of a deficit. 
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