
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       
    

 

 

 
 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
Anan Anderson 
 

   Greetings to all you!  Two thousand and nine is 
long underway and I would like to bring you up 
to speed on the January board meeting, my goal 
this year as President, changes underway, and 
announcements as we look ahead to a fabulous 
year. 
   The WSHA Executive Board met in January at 
the Casper Petroleum Club for our first business 
meeting of the year.  This is a beautiful facility 
that Emily Trujillo arranged-beautiful artwork 
on the walls and the price of crude oil posted 
along with the daily menu specials!  We can’t 
wait to return in the fall during the convention.   
The meeting was well attended by the voting 
board members, in addition to NSSHLA 
President Lindsey Worrall,  NSSHLA 
Secretary/Treasurer Angela Cotherman, and 
Adm. Assistant Gaelynn Hunsaker.  
Accomplishments include adopting the 2009 
budget, a new awards policy, a records retention 
policy, plans for merchandising, and discussed 
arrangements for the annual convention to be 
held 10/1-10/2/09 in Casper.  Heide Harm, 
Member –At-Large, brought to vote an Awards 
Policy & Procedure that we will be implementing 
this year.  Lynda Coyle is continuing her 
generous efforts in leading the Student 
Scholarship Committee.  Christiane Dechert, 
Past-President, fresh from a Caribbean vacation 
(well deserved!) brought information regarding 
CVent, strategic planning opportunities for 2009, 
and WSHA pins (email if you haven’t received 
yours yet!)  Cindy Greenwald brought to vote a 
records retention policy.  Karyn Longstreet 
volunteered to continue the work of Christa 
Vandervort to streamline and revamp the 
membership procedure.   
   My goal for this year as WSHA president is to 
continue the hard work of Past Presidents and 

ensure we have a full and active board.  This 
ensures that YOUR business gets done in a 
professional, timely, and progressive manner 
while re-enforcing our mission statement.  Two 
opportunities to join the board include the 
Medicare Intermediary & Carrier State Network 
(MICS) and State Education Advocacy Leaders 
(SEALs) positions.  MICS & SEALS are lead 
positions in networking with ASHA, the state 
legislature, and practitioners in our state.  Please 
email me to learn more! 
We have had a few changes to the Executive 
Board this year.  Christa Vandervort has stepped 
aside as Membership Co-Chair, but has remained 
involved by working with Karyn Longstreet and 
the membership committee to ensure a smooth 
transition.  Ann Wambeke has stepped back from 
SEALs while she completes other commitments, 
but has generously offered to stay involved.  
Both members have offered years of service to 
this organization, traveled to conventions, set up 
membership tables, and worked tirelessly to 
advocate for our interests in the legislature.  
Thank you!  We welcome new members to the 
board, including Teresa Garcia (State Licensing 
Board Liaison), Michael Murdock (ASHA 
Advisory Council), and Emily Trujillo (President-
Elect). 
There are several announcements for the up-
coming year, including: 

1. Call for posters & round table discussions 

for 2009 WSHA Annual Convention.  The 

round table and poster presentations are 

excellent opportunities to bring your 

topics of interest to the agenda.  Please 

submit your proposal to Emily Trujillo. 

2. Call for Nominations: 

a. 2009 ASHFoundation Frank R. 

Kleffner Clinical Career Award 

b. Deadline 4/6/09 
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c. Nominations may come from any 

nominating group of individuals 

and not limited to one per state. 

d. “The American Speech-Language-

Hearing Foundation requests 

nominations for the Frank R. 

Kleffner Clinical Career Award for 

2009, an award to be made to an 

individual in recognition of 

outstanding contributes to clinical 

science and practice in 

communication science and 

disorders over a twenty year or 

longer period.” 

e. Questions:  Call ASHF @ 301-296-

8703 

3. Next board meeting:  Saturday 4/18/09 

via phone conference 

4. WSHA@live.com is our new state 

association email address.  This may be 

used by anyone wishing to make general 

inquiries to the board, please allow for 

one week for response.  This email 

address is an attempt to manage the 

amount of mailings involved in WSHA 

business, but do not hesitate to contact 

me or anyone on the board person.  

   I wish you a wonderful year of health, 

“evidence of learning”, and accomplishment.  

Anna Anderson, WSHA President 
Wk:  307-778-7550, ext. 7439 
Hm: 307-547-3764 
Cell:  307-760-7804 
Anna_L_Anderson@yahoo.com 
 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Emily Trujillo 

 

   We have been busy working on our WSHA fall 
convention.  Convention will be held Thursday, 
October 1 and Friday, October 2, 2009.  It will be 
held at the Ramkota Inn in Casper.  We have 
some excellent speakers lined up! 
   The presenters we have secured so far include: 
 Judy Montgomery - evidence based practices for 

vocabulary instruction, Jennifer Taps speaking 
on changing service delivery for articulation, Dr. 
Senner speaking on therapy techniques for 
drooling, a speaker from Passy-Muir valves, 
Melissa Allen speaking on treatment of 
phonological disorders, Audiology presenters 
Linda Hood and Kim Hart, and possibly John 
Rosenbeck to present on clinical issues. 
  Hopefully, there will be something of interest to 
all! 
   There is also a dinner planned for Thursday 
evening at the Petroleum Club.  The Petroleum 
Club is one of Casper's finest dining spots - the 
food is absolutely fantastic.  And of course, we 
are looking into some kind of entertainment to 
get us up and moving!  
 

We sure hope to see you in Casper in 
October!! 

 
 

 

From the Wyoming State Advocate 
for Reimbursement (STAR): 
Kati Sherwood, MS CCC-SLP 

 

Great News!  
   Many of you probably know that speech 
language pathologists will be able to bill 
Medicare directly on July 1, 2009.  That is good 
news.  Speech language pathologists in Wyoming 
will be able to directly bill Medicaid (Title 19, 
Wyoming Equality Care) on July 1, 2009, too!  
That is GREAT news!  As the Wyoming State 
Advocate for Reimbursement, I have been trying 
to get SLPs this ability for years.  This year, I 
contacted Rep. Rosie Berger of Sheridan with our 
plight.  I explained to her that we speech 
pathologists would like to directly bill Medicaid 
just like PTs and OTs do.  She listened and 
presented House Bill 0271 along with Rep. 
Meyer in this past legislative session.  It passed 

mailto:WSHA@live.com
mailto:Anna_L_Anderson@yahoo.com


the house 60 to 0. Then Senator Massie 
presented it to the senate and it passed 29 to 1.  
Governor Freudenthal signed it on March 5, 
2009 and on July 1, 2009 we will be able to 
directly bill Medicaid for services we provide to 
our patients!  I will continue to advocate for our 
profession and would happily help you with any 
reimbursement issues you are having.  Feel free 
to e-mail me at kati@actaccess.net. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WSHA Awards Nominations 
Heide Harm, MS CCC-SLP 

 

 
 
   Do you have an outstanding colleague who 
deserves to be recognized? Nominate him or 
her for a WSHA Award! 
   The WSHA Awards Nomination Committee is 
currently soliciting nominations for the 2009 
WSHA Awards.   
     By May 1, send the name of your nominee 
along with the award he or she is to be 
considered for and a brief description of his or 
her contributions.  
Mail it to: Heide Harm, PO Box 12804, 
Jackson, WY 83002. You can also email Heide 
Harm at hharm@teton1.k12.wy.us  
 
WSHA Award Descriptions:   
Volunteer of the Year: The Volunteer of the 
Year Award recognizes a Wyoming speech-
language pathologist or audiologist who 
contributed to the profession by giving time 
above what is required in their job duties in a 
given year. 
   Examples of potential recipients include 
those who volunteer for special WSHA 
committees, further causes at the legislative 
level, or perform outreach in their community 
related to speech, language, or hearing.  

 
Honors of the Association: The Honors of 
the Association Award recognizes a WSHA 
member who has consistently, over a number 
of years, gone beyond what is expected to 
serve the organization. This award is 
analogous to a "lifetime achievement" award 
for outstanding contributions to the field and 
service beyond prescribed job duties. 
Examples of potential recipients for this award 
include past board members who served 
WSHA in a variety of capacities, or retiring 
SLPs or audiologists with a record of 
dedication and service to WSHA and the 
profession. 
Friend of the Professions: This award 
recognizes non-WSHA members who have 
lent their efforts and talents to further causes 
related to speech, language and hearing. 
Examples of potential recipients for this award 
include allied legislators and business who 
continually support causes related to speech, 
language, or hearing. Examples of potential 
recipients include those who volunteer for 
special WSHA committees, further causes at 
the legislative level, or perform outreach in 
their community related to speech, language, 
or hearing.  
 
An Introduction to Wyoming Early Hearing 
Detection & Intervention (EHDI)  
Nancy R. Pajak, M.S., CCC-A 

 
   The goal of the Wyoming Early Hearing 
Detection & Intervention (EHDI) Program is to 
provide for better outcomes for children with 
hearing loss and their families through early 
screening, diagnosis, intervention, and 
tracking. 
   Early identification and intervention for 
hearing loss is critical.  The first three years of 
life are vital to the development of a child’s 
speech, language, cognitive and social-
emotional skills.  The early identification of 
hearing loss is something the EHDI Program 
strives to achieve by educating families and 
professionals of the important role that hearing 
plays in a child’s development. 
   The Wyoming EHDI Program is made up of 
the following components: 

1) Newborn Hearing Screenings: In 1997 
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the Wyoming Legislature passed 
legislation requiring all newborns be 
screened for a hearing loss prior to 
being discharged from the hospital at 
the time of their birth. Recommended 
rescreens should be completed by 1 
month of age.  Wyoming has twenty-
one birthing hospitals.  Ninety-eight 
percent of all newborns are screened for 
hearing loss before being discharged 
from the hospital. The other 2% of 
newborns are those children who 
require a higher level of nursery care 
than is available within our state and are 
transported to tertiary care centers 
where their hearing is screened prior to 
returning to Wyoming.  The EHDI 
Program works closely with families and 
professionals to provide follow-up for 
any newborn that is not screened as 
well as with the newborns who fail their 
newborn hearing screenings or those 
children who are born at home. 
2) Referral to Audiological Diagnosis: 
Infants who fail their newborn hearing 
screen should receive an age 
appropriate diagnostic audiological 
evaluation before 3 months of age. 
3) Referral to Early Intervention: Infants 
identified with a hearing loss age 
appropriate should be referred to an 
early intervention program before six 
months of age. Early intervention will 
facilitate speech, language, cognitive, 
social and emotional development. 
4) Hearing Screenings for Infants, 
Toddlers and Preschoolers: The EHDI 
Program promotes regular hearing 
screenings for all children from birth 
through the age of five years.  This 
component targets identification of 
hearing loss that occurs after the 
newborn leaves the hospital but 
develops prior to entry into 
kindergarten (Late Onset Hearing 
Loss, LOHL). These screenings are 
available at no charge from the Child 
Development Centers within Wyoming. 
Children who fail the screenings are 
referred to their primary care physician 
or for audiological follow-up. 

   When a child’s hearing loss is identified as 
early as possible and appropriate early 
intervention services are obtained the child has 
the opportunity to develop communication and 
language skills that will last a lifetime!  The 
work of the WY EDHI program works to further 
this opportunity.   If you have questions, 
comments or concerns you would like to share, 
please contact the WY EHDI program at 307-
721-6212.   

Mark your calendars!  

WSHA Convention  

October 1-2, 2009,  
Ramkota Inn, Casper 



Division of Communication Disorders 
6th Annual Barbara Kahn Summer Speaker   

Thursday, July 2, 2009 
University of Wyoming 

Laramie, Wyoming 
 

Free registration for WSHA members 
Registration Form will be available beginning in April on WSHA website www.wsha.info and Division 

of Communication Disorders website http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/Comdis/ 
 
 

Speech Sound Development and Disorders in Bilingual Children: Evidence and 
Application 

 

Brian A. Goldstein, Ph.D. 
Temple University 

Department of Communication Sciences & Disorders 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 

 
Approximately 680,000 bilingual children in the U.S. have speech sound disorders (SSD) 
(encompassing both articulatory and phonological disorders), a population that is expected to grow as 
the multilingual population in the US increases (U.S. Census Bureau, 2000). Of these children, 
544,000 (80%) speak Spanish (National Center for English Language Acquisition, 2006). The 
assessment and treatment of phonological disorders in bilingual children, especially Spanish-English 
bilinguals, is often difficult given the lack of information on bilingual phonological development and 
best practices related to clinical management. The purpose of this seminar is to provide research 
evidence and clinical guidance for assessment and intervention services to bilingual children with 
phonological disorders. 
 
Level: Intermediate 
 
As a result of attending this seminar, the participant will: 
1.  Interpret theories of bilingual phonological development. 

2. Specify bilingual vs. monolingual phonological development. 

3. Prepare valid and reliable assessment protocols and intervention goals for bilingual children. 
 
 

Brian Goldstein, Ph.D., CCC-SLP is Chair and Associate Professor in the Department of 
Communication Sciences and Disorders at Temple University.  Dr. Goldstein is well published in the 
area of communication development and disorders in Latino children focusing on phonological 
development and disorders in monolingual Spanish and Spanish-English bilingual children. He is a 
Fellow of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. 
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PLEASE JOIN THE  

NATIONAL APHASIA ASSOCIATIONõS 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES NETWORK  
 

The National Aphasia Association (NAA) is looking for qualified individuals to volunteer to join its òState 

Representatives Network.ó  The Network offers an important link between people with aphasia and local 

resources. As we work to meet the needs of all people with aphasia, we encourage individuals who are 

bilingual and/or represent multicultural /diversity groups to join our network. 

 

What are the duties of a State Rep? When the NAA receives detailed inquiries about treatment options or 

requests for information about particular facilities or health professionals, the NAA office provides the names 

of the State Representatives in the callerõs area.  The contact information for members of the Network is also 

listed on the NAAõs website www.aphasia.org, so some people may contact the State Representative (State 

Rep) directly. 

 

How much time will it take?   Usually, it will not take up much time.  Some State Reps only receive a few 

calls a year.   

 
Who can be a State Rep? Speech-language pathologists, occupational therapists, physical therapists or other 

individuals who can answer questions about resources in their state, such as support groups, health care 

facilities and professionals.   

 

What is the benefit?  You can join a distinguished group of individuals with unique expertise in the area of 

aphasia.  You will be providing a much needed service to persons with aphasia and their families residing in 

your state.  Through the listing on our website and having your name provided to people in your area you 

may generate referrals for yourself and/or your facility. 

 

Many states currently have only 1 State Rep while a few have n one which severely limits our 

ability to serve the community.  

 

To Sign Up - Contact Ellayne Ganzfried at Ganzfried@aphasia.org  or (800) 922 -4622 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE INCLUDE THIS SUPPORT GROUP IN THE 

NATIONAL APHASIA ASSOCIATION 

REGISTRY 

http://www.aphasia.org/
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Support Group Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Meeting Location 

 Street address: _____________________________________________________ 

 City, State ________________________________________________________ 

Contact person :__________________________________________________________ 

 Phone: ___________________________________________________________ 

 Email: ___________________________________________________________ 

 Website: _________________________________________________________ 

Other Information (costs, type of group i.e., therapy, conversation, etc):  

____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
NATIONAL APHASIA ASSOCIATION 
350 Seventh Avenue, Suite 902 
New York, NY 10001 

 
OR FAX TO: (212) 267-2812 
 
OR EMAIL YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION TO: naa@aphasia.org 
 
Thank you. 
 

mailto:naa@aphasia.org


* * *  

After 36 years with UWyo  

and 19 years with us in the  

Division of Communication Disorders  

we celebrate  

Claoma Woodall  

Come join us for her retirement party  

Friday, May 8
th

, 3:00 - 5:00 PM  

UW Foundation House, 1200 Ivinson  

 

RSVP and any messages for Claoma  

to Diane Epler at 766 - 6426, depler@uwyo.edu  

* * *  

 

 


